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225. NOTE ON AGUAYOINA ASTEROSTOMATA 
BERMUDEZ 

By PEDRO J. BERMUDEZ 

Museo Poey, Universidad de la Hahana, Cuba 

AguGYQinaast6rostomata BERMUDEZ, Memorias, Soc. Cubana Rist. Nat., 
1938, vol. 12, No.5, pp. 385-8, pI. 29; CUSHMAN, 1940, Foraminifera, 
Their Classification and Economic Use, p. 82, pl. 42, figs. 11, 12; 
PLUMMER, 1940, American Midland Naturalist, vol. 24, No.1, pp. 
261-70; ELLIS & MESSINA, 1940, Ca.talogue of Foraminifera, vol. 1. 

This new genus was described as a member of the foraminiferal 
family Saccamminidae. The specimens were found on the shells 
of Xenophora longleyi which had been dredged from a depth of 
100 to 200 fathoms in Cochinos Bay on the south coast of Cuba by 
the First Harvard-Habana Expedition of the "Atlantis" in 1938. 

Shortly after the publication of the description Mr. Arthur 
Earland of Watford, England, called my attention to some facts 
indicating that the new genus was more probably a coelenterate 
than a foraminifer. The form had not been discovered until all 
the specimens were dried and the animal remained unknown. 

Fortunately, the Second Harvard-Habana Expedition of the 
HAtlantis" in 1939 offered another opportunity to collect from 
the type locality. Abundant specimens were obtained and careful 
examination showed that they did possess some characters 'Of 
the Coelenterata. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Earland the preserved material was 
submitted to the late Dr. Sydney J. Hickson, Prof. of Zoology at 
Cambridge University, England. He in turn asked the opinion of 
Dr. Stanley Gardner of the same institution. The verdict of these 
authorities on the Coelenterata was that Agua.yoina is a new 
genus, apparently a member of the Coelenterata but not a 
madreporarian. They suggested that it probably belongs to the 
Order Zoanthidae; the animals of this group are known to use 
sand grains and alcyonarian and sponge spiCUles in their tests, as 
does Agua.yoina. It is hoped that future studies will clarify the 
relationships of this interesting but strange genus. 

The generous assistance of Mr. Earland and Drs. Hickson and 
Gardner is gratefully acknowledged. 


